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_ée of merry-making and extravagant gift-giving a

N MANY millions of homes
this year there will be no
merry tones in the bells
that ring throughout the
| Christian world on Christ-
a8 day. To mothers,
wives, sweethenrts, who
have lost sons, husbands,
lovers, in the world madness, Christ-
mas bells will sound as harsh, metal-
le clangor, erystalllzing sadness and
despair, Perhaps the women whose
men are In the armies will receive In
the musie from the church towers mes-
sages of hope and [nspiration.
But speaking metaphorically, how
the Yuletide bells ring and just when
they ring, who rings them and how
long, are matters of national taste
that will seem queer to you if while
you happen to be roystering In Spaln,
you think of Sweden kneeling in sol-
emnlty; or in England eating your way
through Christmasg duy, you consider
the Russians chanting the myths of
the Goddess of the Sun, or in Italy
listening to the children reclting thelir
godly pleces In the streets, you remem-
ber New York and Its theaters with
“speclal Christmus performances."”
Christmas In England never has re-
gulned the measure of pure revelry it
Leld before the reformation. Only the
remnants of these hearty tlmes when
the land was glugged with eplcurean
richness are what are left for old
England today, but these are enough
1o wake the celebration distinet In [is
ponderosity, \Wherever Christmas ls
found fn the British isles there is &
plum pudding, that heaviest of edibles
that seems to Improve In taoste with
every pound tipped off on the scales.
In Ireland they accompany a gen-
erous slice with long drinks of what
they call “lamb’s-wool,” made by bruls-
Ing roasted apples mixed with ale or
milk, 1f food and drink are the great-
er parts of jollity, there are no mer-
rier Cliristmases in the land than these
in England. But there is lttle Christ-
mas lore and superstition, Now and
then you will hear some old fireside
crony drone away about the bad con-
scquences of a red aud dusky New
Yeur's day, or peer out anxiously for
the first visitor, whose sex determines
good or 1l luck during the coming
year. The authors have put Inte
rhyme just what you would do if you
were passing your Christmas day with
the Britlsh:

At Christmas time we deck the hall
With holly branches brave and tall,
With sturdy pine and hemlock bright,
And in the Yule-log's dancing light
We tell old talea of fleld and fight
At Christmas time,

At Christmas time we pile the board
With flesh and fruit and vintage
stored,
And 'mid the laughter and the glow
We tread a measure soft and slow,
And kiss beneath the mistletoe
At Christmas tlme.

Germany has no long years of riot-
ous Christmases to look back upon.
There Is no country In peace times
where the celebration i8 more whole-
somely merry than In Germany, The
Germans begin a week before Christ-
mas day to bring In evergreens of all
sizes which théy plle up In the public
squares of the cities and towns until
i1hese look llke forests of plnes and
hemlocks, Not one tree, but two, each
<erman famlly must have and those too
poor to buy them are assisted by those
who have plenty, St. Nicholas Is the
old fellow at the bottom of thils sea-
" sonal merriment. On the eve of St
Nicholas day, December 8, the Christ-
mus festival begins, That Is the day
when the German children behavel
For a man who Is good at Keeping
secrets Impersonates the salnt and
goes around -Inguiring how the chil-
dren have acted during the year, He
carried a bundle of birch switches
with him and leaves them in the homes
where he thinks they may be needed. |

The day before Christmas In Ger-
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tables under the trees are the gifts,
surprising gifts they would seem to
some——a sopp-rose, an artificinl flower,
knltted lnce, u Christmas conke, or @
suusage or cheege, Mogt of them have
verses attached, written In curious me-
ter, XNot untll six o'clock In the eve-
ning are the doors open for the fes-
tivity of the trees, Tonight the horses
and cows of the German farmers have
pecullar gifts, It Is suid that the cat-
tle kneel on Christmas eve and say
a few animal prayers. It Is a very
great sin to listen fo thelr conversa-
tion, else It would be recordéd here.

If reindeer could talk on Christmas
eve, the ones that pull the family
sleighs of the Lapps of Lapland, what
wouldn’t they tell of long Journeys over
lce and snow for days hefore Christ-
mas in order to have their masters
und the children at church on Christ-
mas morning! Milles over the snow
come the people of the North to hear
the familinr monotoned message of
the birth of the Christchild from thelr
pastors, There s no lightneds in this
ceremony, nor any gifts for the chil-
dren, nor gay music. The tent or hut
homes are filled with guests for the
Christmas holldays, so full that there
I8 ne room for evergreens or candles.
They take thelr Christmas with faces
us solemn as mummies and make the
attendant ceremonles as unjoyful as
possible, Marriages are performed dur-
ing the season, children are sent to
school for a few weeks, bables are
christened, the dead are burled, and
liquor I8 sent around with lavishness.
This is Christmas for the Lapps. Who
will change with them?

Norway outside of Lapland has a
more joyous time of It. Norweglan
chlldren have Christmas trees and lit-
tle gifts that are hidden in out-of-the-
way corners for them to find. Every
bird In Norway must know of an ap-
proaching Christmas, for the boys and
girls tie oats and corn on the trees,
the fences, the tops of houses and
barns, and on high poles they erect In
thelr yards so that the birds may feast
with them., What a chattering there
must be In Norway on Christmas morn-
ing! After a day of feasting and
church services, little boys with white
mantles and star-shaped lanterns, car-
rylng dolls to represent the Yirgin
Mary and the Christchild, sing carols
In the homes. Strolling musiclans
serennde at twilight,

To be clean for Christmas is the
problem that haunts the - Swedish
housewlfe. For days she scours and
scrubs and washes. Not a plece of
trimming or furniture I8 left unpol-
Ished. All dirt Is sinful, sind must not
he tolerated at this holy senson. While
the cleanlng ls golng on, there Is the
baking of Christmas breads, ring-
shaped, that must dry under the
beams for & week or two, and the
brewlng of spiced drinks. A wine that
the Swedish women make with al-
monds and splces Is an aromatic guaff
with a hollday smell. Never can there
be & proper Christinas In Sweden with-
out home-made cheeses, especlally the
sweet ones made of bolled sweet milk
and molded fantastieally. Santa Claus
appears In person to Bwedish chlldren
and distributes his sled of gifts. When

he came, they joln hands and sing
Christmas jingles until they work up
a fine appetite for Christmas mush,
an Indispensable sweet—rice bolled a
long time In milk with clanamon and
sugar, with blanched almonds for fla-
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Christmas turkeys In Denmark are
geese that share honors at the Christ-
mas feust with a special kind of cake.
The salt-cellar remuins on the table
throughout Yuletide just to uphold
traditlon. At mldnight on Christmas
eve those who have frult trees take
lanterns and a stick and find thelr
way Into the orchards, Each tree ls
struck three times by the head of the
house with the injunctlon, “Rejolce
and be fruitful.” No one who can
possibly avold It works from Christ-
mas untll after New Year's day.

“Greetings for the Lord's birth"” ls
the Russian way of saying, “Merry
Christmas,” to which the answer s,
“God be with you." Besides celebrat-
ing the natiwlty, the Russians cherish
a mystical lore of the Goddess of the
Sun, who, at Christmas tlme, was sup-
posed to enter her sledge, dressed In
gorgeous robes and headdress, and
turn her-horses toward summer. Here
and there in the great country a vil-
lage malden, dressed In white and
drawn on a sledge from house to
house, represents the Goddess of the
Sun, while her retlnue slng carols.
After attending a Christinns eve serv-
ice In church, Russians set out to have
a frollcking Christmas in a cemmunity
way. One who has a large house In-
vites many other households, which
come bringing cakes and other sweets,
They would freeze In thelr sledges
rather than alight before recelving the
greetings of host and hostess., There
are a large feast, games, snowballlng,
and recitations and songs, sometimes
lasting throughout the night. One
wonders how revolutionary Russia,
anarchistic and warworn, will cele-
brate the Holy Child's birth this year.
France has a qulet Christmas, glv-
Ing less prominence to It than to any
of the other days In the holiday cal-
endar. Old folks In the provinces tell
about times when Christmas was a
gay season, celebrated with great romp
and joy. The shopkeepers furbish
their stalls for the gift season, and
the confectioners make those dellclous
little cakes with sugar forms of the
Christchild oo top. Scraps of Yule-
tide traditlon are dearly held In the
homes of some of the peasants. The
ashes of the great Yule log are thought
to be protection against lightning and
bad luck; the old log has magic power
to fill with peppermints shoes left
beslde It, and Ilts ashes dropped into
medicine have wonderful curative pow-
ers, French children have Christmas
trees and little cradles made of ever-
greens, representations of the holy
manger, France sings earals through
the whole month of December, stroll-
ing musicians playing their Noels from
house to ‘house. The presence of
American soldiers there thls year un-
doubtedly will alter the anclent cus-
toms of the people somewhat.
Christmas in Italy means a chil-
dren’s peason, wherein the lliitle folks
reconsecrate themselvea by singing
and reciting pleces In the sirepls,
and in Bpain 1t means no end of social
gayety among the young folks, almost
to the point of such poystering as
Americaps Indulge in on Hallowe'en.

Mrs. L. A, Patterson, 1899 Kentucky
Bt, Memphis, Tennessee, writes:

“1 have been a friend of Peruna
for many years. 1 have used it off
and on for catarrhal complaints and
found it a very excellent remedy.
I have a small famlly of children.
Times are hard with us, but I can
scarcely afford to do without Peru-
na, especially during the season of
the year when coughs and colds
are prevalent. We always recom-
mend Peruna te our neighbors, for
the benefit it has been to us.”
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Canadian Farmers
. Profit From Wheat

. The war’'s devastation of
uropean crops
an unusual demand for grain

from the American
nent. The people of the world must
be fed and wheat near §2 a bushel

Canada’s invitation is therefore

There I8 an extra demand for farm labor to replace the
men who have volontesred . W
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Lived in Land of the Ukulele.
“I see by the newspapers that the
former queen of Hawail Is dead,” said

Scroggius, N

“Her nome was Ukulele, wasn't 1t?"
asked Jimson.

“No, It wes Lilluokalani, and she
wag a fumous person for an island
queen.”

“Well, It doesn't matter about the
name.  She lived In the land of the

ukuleles,”"—Indinnapolis News,
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ftate of Ohlo, City of Toledo, Lucas
County—ss, .

Frank J. Cheney makes oath that he ia
senfor partner of the firm of F. J. Cheney
& Co., doing husiness in the Clty of To-
ledo, County and State aforesald, and that
sald firm will pay the sum of ONE HUN-
DRED DOLLARS for any case of Catarrh
that cannot be curaed the use of
HALL'S CATARRH MEDICINE,

FRANK J. CHENEY.

Swoln to before me and subscribed In

my pressggca. this 6th day of December,

A. D, 1886
(Seal) A, W, Gleason, Notary Publiec.
HALL'S CATARRH MEDICINE Is tak-
en Internally and acts through the Blood
on the Mucous SBurfaces of the Bystem.
Drugglsts, 76, Testimonials free
F. J. Cheney & Co,, Toledo, Ohla

Otherwise Engaged.

“Have you heard from your boy
Josh?"

“Not In a long tlwe," replied Farm-
er Corntossel,

“Why, he ought to write every day."

“Well, we don’t think so. His object
in enlisting was to work with a rifle,
not a fountain pen.”

Dr, Plerce’s Pellets are best for liver,
bowels and stomach., One little Pellet
for a laxative, three fora cathartic. Ad.

Appropriate,
“Just louk how those old malds are
almost dragging that young drummer
into their hotel."
“Yes—it's what might be called the
Haul of the Ancients.”

_Had To Give Up

Was Almost Frantic With the Pain
and Suffering of Kidney Com-
plaint. Doan’s Made Her Well.

Mrs. Lydia Shuster, 1838 Margaret
5t., Frankford, Pa., says: “A cold start-
ed my kidney trouble.” My back n
to ache an E}t sore and lame. v

joints and ankles became swollen and

p::ﬂfu] and it felt as if
-

n es were stick
to them. I finally ha
to give up and went
from bad to worse.

v kidneys didn't
act nght and the secre-
gunuf“::;e scanty and

1E . Bw-
ful dizsy &P‘glh when ev-

t ore me turn-
:? black; ome time I Mirs Shuster
't see for iwenty minutes. Aw-
ful pains in my eet me almost
frantic and I was so nervous, I couldn’t
stand the lﬂ._lt noise, How I suffered!
Often 1 didn't care whether I lived or
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The Draft.

Suild a “rooky" to his companlon,
both bound for military service at
Camp Sherman at Chillicothe, O,:

“Say, what put the chill In CHIll-
cothe?"

“I don't know. What did?”

“The draft."—Indianapolls News,
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No advance in price for this 20-year-
old remedy — 25¢ for 14 tablets—: e
cold tablets now 30c for 21 tablets—
Fi : red om pmpg{itiomhu cont b,:'
tablet, save 9'c when you
Taame
urs—grip

in 3 days—Money

back if it fails.

24 Tablets for 25¢.

At any Drug Store

Like the Drafted Men,

A number of volunteer soldiers were
walting to be “shot” when one of them
remarked : “In a way this compulsory
vacelngtlon makes us conseripts,”

“How so?" he was asked.

“We are forced to bare arms, aren’t
wel" he replied.

ANTISEPTIC POWDER

——

An Opportunity.

“Po you think Bliggins wants to
fight for his country

“Undonbtedly. He never missed
any other chance to fight. HHe now
has the opporiunity of his life to put
a belligerent disposition to a good ac-
count.”

Lots Yet to Be Done.

There may come g time when you'll
be ashamed to admnit that all you did
In the great war was to buy a few Lib-
erty bonds—Exchange.




